
Training

‘MASTERS DEGREE TAKES DISCIPLINE’

Mind for those
eureka moments
Angus Darroch-Warren, senior
consultant at risk and security
firm Linx International, reports
how his masters has gone. 

Back in May 2006 I outlined my
reasons for embarking on the
MSc at Loughborough

University and wrote: "With a certain
level of personal discipline and
commitment, it should be possible to
complete the course.” Two years later I
realise that at the time I did not take
into consideration the actual level of
commitment and discipline required
(and I am still a project and
dissertation away from completion).
Unlike some other courses, the
Loughborough MSc comprises a
number of assignments that have to be
completed at regular intervals, about

four months for each one. The
structure of the Loughborough course
is one that appealed to me from the
outset and key to this type of study is
getting your research completed as
early as possible, to give yourself
ample time to write and edit your final
submission. I deliberately chose
assignment topics that I knew least
about so I could develop knowledge
for my commercial activities. I will
concede however, that I tend to focus
all my research on answering specific
assignment questions, as opposed to
reading subject matter in its entirety.

No illusions

Finding the extra study time, be it after
work during the week or at weekends,
and the motivation to use this time to
study, has been my biggest challenge.
Fitting in another 15 or 20 hours for
study has a significant impact on the
‘life balance’ and I think it has only

been thought of failing an assignment,
dropping my percentage or wasting the
course fees, that drags me back into
the office when I could be out with
friends. For those considering study of
this nature, have no illusions as to the
amount of time and effort you will
have to put in. Colleagues, fellow
students and other industry
practitioners are invaluable in
providing an objective critique of your
academic work – you can become so
immersed in it that you fail to see
glaring errors or omissions. At times
constructive criticism can be painful,
but very necessary to ensure that you
are producing a valid academic piece
of work. One caveat, which those who
have already graduated on similar
courses may agree with, is that your
mind never stops thinking about your
current assignment and ‘eureka’
moments occur at odd times and in
odd situations. When they
happen, make sure you write
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