
Terror course
The Centre for Security and Crime
Science at University College London
offers a masters degree (or diploma)
in countering organised crime and
terrorism. Its launch is by Sir Stephen
Lander, chair of the Serious and
Organised Crime Agency and an
advisor on the MSc content, on April
22 at the BT Tower, in London. The
course costs £5977 but there are five
scholarships for tuition that UCL says
must be taken up. It's not distance
learning; you can do it part-time over
two years, and attend a half day or a
day a week. Ideally, you should have a
good first degree, though Prof Gloria
Laycock, centre director, told
Professional Security it will consider
applicants on the basis of their
professional experience. ❐
Visit www.cscs.ucl.ac.uk for details
and to
download
brochure.
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the details down! The academic skills
sets that I have developed over the
past two years have made me more
eager to analyse and develop
discussions on work-related subjects.
Previously I would merely skim
articles of interest in trade
publications, now I record relevant TV
programmes, underline relevant
passages and quotes in articles, even
going so far as to make notes, ‘just in
case’ they are useful to my studies or
work. I spend more time extracting
relevant information from these
sources, the media in general and
sector colleagues; all contacts are a
source of information. Overall the
study experience has been positive. I
have found my studies thoroughly
enjoyable - the range of knowledge
that I now have is proving invaluable
in the working environment and can
only be beneficial to me as a security
professional. This is the reason why I
undertook the course in the first place.

This newly accrued knowledge does
sadly have one major down side: being
called a “data protection anorak” by
Chris Brogan (the industry ‘guru’ on
the subject) is something that I may
never live down. ❐
� Tired of playing cricket with
Australians in Indonesia? Feeling that
you’re in the sort of workplace where
everyone but you has letters after their
name? These are two reasons given to
Professional Security after it asked
Loughborough University risk and
security distance learning students for
comments. See the next couple of
issues for what they told us, about why
they took up a course, how they found
it, and what (if anything) they hope to
get as a result. We hope the articles
will be of use to readers thinking about
taking the plunge (in time and money)
to go for such qualifications. Thanks to
all who have mailed or called already.
If you haven’t, but would like to,
please email mark@jtc.u-net.com ❐
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HAPPY
‘If you suspect it, report
it.’
The slogan from a Met
and other city police
forces’ anti-terrorism
advertising campaign. 
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