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Join the MMTA on this exciting 

visit to one of the major con-

sumers of minor metals.   

Firth Rixson is a world-leading 

provider of Seamless Rolled 

Rings, Closed Die Forgings, 

Open Die Forgings, Extruded 

Forgings and Specialty Metals to 

primarily the Aerospace mar-

ket, as well as a spectrum of 

related markets.  

Supplying to over 40 countries 

worldwide, mainly to Aero-

Engine and Aero-Derivative 

Programmes as well as to Land-

ing Gear Components, Off-

Highway Trucks, Gas Turbines, 

Oil Rigs, Armoured Vehicles, 

Commercial Trucks and for 

Cast Stick and Wrought Ingot 

and Billet customer demand. 

The programme for this fasci-

nating site visit will involve an 

introduction to the facilities at 

Glossop, a factory tour fol-

lowed by lunch, which will be 

kindly provided by Firth Rixson, 

then a presentation and Q & A 

on the work of the company.   

For those based in the area or 

arriving the evening before, 

there will be an informal dinner 

at Browns in Sheffield on 14th 

November.   

For more information or to 

make a booking, please contact 

the Executive. 

 

Please note, this is a members-

only event, and numbers are 

strictly limited. 

KEY CONSIDERATIONS WHEN TRAVELLING 

ABROAD FOR BUSINESS 

Crime, floods, earthquakes, medical emer-

gencies and transport delays - travelling, 

whether for business or pleasure, is not 

without risk and already stressful situations 

can be made worse by unfamiliar environ-

ments, cultures, language barriers and weak 

infrastructures.  

While most trips pass without incident, em-

ployers have a legal duty of care to take all reasonable steps to ensure the safety 

and welfare of their employees. This extends to ensuring staff are appropriately 

advised and briefed prior to embarking on overseas trips. 

Companies are often guilty of overlooking basic precautions to safeguard em-

ployees; careful assessment and consideration are required to reduce employee 

vulnerability and potential for corporate liability.  

The first thing to do is identify and assess the risks associated with the country 

and specific travel locations: 

 What is the current political and social climate? 

 Is it safe to travel to the country or areas within it?  

 Is travel essential or can business be conducted without travelling, for ex-

ample by video conferencing (this may also fit with company environmental 

policy)? 

 What safety and security issues are there - will local security support be re-

quired?  

 Will local laws and customs impact on travel or business activities? 

 What is the level of general crime and corruption? 

 What are the health risks - will vaccines or medication be required? 

 Does the employee need personal security awareness training? 

Information is available from many sources on the internet; however it is im-

portant that companies do not base their decisions on out-of-date or unreliable 

sources. Experience is required to ensure appropriate, proportionate advice is 

given prior to travel.    

Before you travel: 

 Register the trip with your government – examples include the Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office LOCATE service (www.fco.gov.uk); the US Smart 

Traveller Enrolment Program (STEP) (https://step.state.gov/step) and the 

Swiss ITINERIS system (www.itineris.eda.admin.ch).  

 Make use of country hosts, they are an invaluable source of information; 

where possible arrange local travel through them. 

 Acquaint yourself with where you will be travelling – get a map, use Google 

Earth and Maps where available. 

 

“ Companies are often guilty of overlooking basic 
precautions to safeguard employees...” 

SITE VISIT TO FIRTH 

RIXSON, GLOSSOP, UK 

NOVEMBER 15TH 2012 

 

mailto:emma@mmta.co.uk?subject=Firth%20Rixson%20Booking%20-%20Crucible
http://www.fco.gov.uk
https://step.state.gov/step
http://www.itineris.eda.admin.ch
http://www.firthrixson.com/
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On 21st April 2012, Avon Metals was 

proud to be honoured with a 3rd pres-

tigious Queen’s Award, in Her Majes-

ty’s Diamond Jubilee Year. 

 The award was conferred in recogni-

tion of the company’s outstanding 

performance in the International 

Trade category, demonstrating sus-

tainable growth and profitability 

through increased trading worldwide. 

Notable areas of expansion include 

the United States, Middle East and 

Eastern Europe. 

 The company has previously won 2 

Queen’s Awards in 2009 (Sustainable 

Development) and 2007 

(International Trade). 

 Chairman Walter Reid, CEO Steven 

Munnoch and all the Directors and 

Staff of Avon Metals thanked their 

business partners around the world 

for their continued business and sup-

port. 

 Avon Metals is a specialty alloy maker 

and metals trader. Minor metals han-

dled include Tantalum, Tungsten, Ni-

obium, Molybdenum, Rhenium, Tita-

nium, Magnesium and Silicon, 

amongst others. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO AVON METALS 

 Check your passport expiry date - do you need a visa or work permit? 

 Copy your passport details page and store it online; leave copies with a 

key work contact and family members. 

 Provide your itinerary to the key contact – details should be treated on a 

“need to know” basis. 

 Make sure your travel/health insurance is up-to-date and covers the des-

tination country, business travel, loss or theft of cash/valuables and 

medical evacuation. 

 Check whether local customs or extreme weather may affect your travel 

e.g. festivals, public holidays, hurricane season 

 Confirm you have the numbers to cancel credit cards/travellers’ cheques.  

 Write essential contact numbers down; keep them separate from your 

wallet or purse. You may lose your mobile phone, so do not rely on stor-

ing them on the device. 

 Confirm your mobile phone and voicemail will work where you are going 

- an additional number to dial in to the voicemail service or a local SIM 

card may be required. 

Angus Darroch-Warren, CSyP, Linx International Ltd 

Angus Darroch-Warren is a Chartered Security Professional with Linx Internation-

al Ltd, an MMTA member providing security advice and risk management support 

to a number of corporate clients.  

KEY CONSIDERATIONS WHEN TRAVELLING 

ABROAD FOR BUSINESS CONT’D 
 

Who else in your organisation would benefit from receiving the 

Crucible and hearing about MMTA events and courses?  

Please contact Emma or Maria with details. 

NEW INSURANCE 

TASK FORCE 

Following his addition to 

the Main Committee, Rob 

Bolton, of Aon Risk     

Solutions, will be chairing 

our new Insurance Task 

Force. 

 

The purpose of the task 

force, says Rob, is to 

“maintain good         

communications and    

increase awareness      

between the minor metals 

and credit insurance    

industry, to ensure there 

is no dislocation of credit 

insurance provision in the 

current turbulent         

environment”.   

 

http://www.avonmetals.com
http://www.linx-int.com/
http://www.aon.co.uk/
http://www.aon.co.uk/
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